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Culture & HistoryNative American Culture





Native American Culture 



Indigenous people have lived in Oregon since time immemorial.

More than 50 tribes fished wild rivers and great waterfalls, like the now submerged Celilo Falls on the mighty Columbia River. They scored petroglyphs in rock canyons like Picture Rock Pass and left behind the world’s oldest pair of footwear at Fort Rock.Proud ancestors of those first people make up nine federally recognized tribes of Oregon: the Burns Paiute Tribe; the Confederated Tribes of Coos, Lower Umpqua and Siuslaw Indians; the Coquille Indian Tribe; the Cow Creek Band of Umpqua Tribe of Indians; the Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde; the Klamath Tribes; the Confederated Tribes of Siletz; the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation; and the Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs.
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Rooted in Culture: Oregon’s Wild Camas 


Camas root has long nourished the people of the Northwest as a culturally significant staple. It’s served a pivotal role in the diet and trade of Tribal communities in Oregon as well as the land... More




Robin Maxkii 
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Hope and Healing Through Jingle Dancing in Oregon 


An enrolled member of the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation, based near Pendleton in Eastern Oregon, Acosia Red Elk fell into a fire when she was 6 years old and spent three months... More




Danielle Harrison 
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Inspiring Pride in Place: Telling Stories About Us, From Us 


The Klamath and Modoc creation stories Paul Wilson learned as a child are old: They stretch further back in time than the formation of Giiwas (Crater Lake) 7,700 years ago. Learning and carrying on those... More




Riley Rice 
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Oregon Tribal Spotlight: Confederated Tribes of Coos, Lower Umpqua and Siuslaw Indians



Florence,


Oregon Coast 
















Oregon Tribal Spotlight: Klamath Tribes



Klamath Falls,


Southern Oregon 
















Oregon Tribal Spotlight: Grand Ronde



Grand Ronde,


Willamette Valley 
















Oregon Tribal Spotlight: Warm Springs



Warm Springs,


Central Oregon 
















Oregon Tribal Spotlight: Coquille Indian Tribe



Coos Bay,


Oregon Coast 
















Oregon Tribal Spotlight: Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians



Lincoln City,


Oregon Coast 
















Oregon Tribal Spotlight: Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation



Pendleton,


Eastern Oregon 
















Oregon Tribal Spotlight: Burns Paiute Tribe of Southeast Oregon



Burns,


Eastern Oregon 
















Oregon Tribal Spotlight: Cow Creek Band of Umpqua Tribe of Indians



Roseburg,


Southern Oregon 
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Native American Culture in Oregon

 










Celebrate Oregon’s Native Culture at a Powwow


















Celebrate Oregon’s Indigenous Foods


















The Case of the Missing Canoes


















See These Murals of Central Oregon



Warm Springs,


Central Oregon 
















Indigenous Flavors Meet Fine Dining


















Celebrate Oregon’s Indigenous-Owned Farms and Restaurants


















Experience Oregon’s Bounty with Diverse Farms



Portland,


Portland Region 
















The Meanings Behind Oregon’s Place Names













 


Modern History-Makers

 










Meet Warm Springs Artist Lillian Pitt



Warm Springs,


Central Oregon 
















Brigham Sisters Carry on Family Tradition



Cascade Locks,


Mt. Hood & Columbia River Gorge 
















Indigenous Makers Teach Their Craft


















Get Started Fly-Fishing in Oregon



Warm Springs,


Central Oregon 











 


Native American Sites in Oregon


See More




 










Tamastslikt Cultural Institute



Pendleton,


Eastern Oregon 
















The Meanings Behind Oregon’s Place Names


















Where Tribal Stories Come to Life



Pendleton,


Eastern Oregon 
















The Museum at Warm Springs



Warm Springs,


Central Oregon 
















Chachalu Tribal Museum & Cultural Center



Grand Ronde,


Willamette Valley 
















Four Rivers Cultural Center & Museum



Ontario,


Eastern Oregon 
















Favell Museum



Klamath Falls,


Southern Oregon 
















Five Oaks Museum



Portland,


Portland Region 
















Coos History Museum & Maritime Collection



Coos Bay,


Oregon Coast 
















Old Chief Joseph Gravesite



Joseph,


Eastern Oregon 
















Iwetemlaykin State Heritage Site



Joseph,


Eastern Oregon 
















The Creation of Crater Lake



Klamath Falls,


Southern Oregon 










See More






 





See More

Native American Culture

Map














Ready to hit the road? Bring our travel magazine along. 


Free Travel Guides












Let's keep in touch. We have a lot of ideas for you. 


Email Newsletters
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Travel Oregon with Telephone Paul 


I'm the ultimate go-to guy for events, festivals and arts and culture in town. 


















Get Started






 









